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Teachers of STEM Initiative Scholarship Application 2023

Applicant Information 
	Full Name: 
	 
	 
	 
	Date: 
	 

	 
	Last 
	First 
	
	 
	 


 
	Address: 
	 
	 

	 
	Street Address 
	Apartment/Unit # 


 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	City 
	State 
	Post Code 


 
	Phone: 
	 
	Email 
	 


 
	Personal Mobile: 
	 
	Work Phone.: 
	 


 
	Work Name and Work Address: 
	 


 
	Are you of Aboriginal descent? 
	YES 
 
	NO         
 
	Are you Torres Strait Is descent? 
	YES 
 
	NO 
 


 
	Do you Identify as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Person? 
	YES 
 
	NO   
 


 
In which Community are you accepted as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Person:  
                                    
 
	 
	 


**NOTE** If you successfully progress to the next stage, evidence of your Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander heritage will be required. 



**Please note** If you are successful you will be required to have a Blue card / working with children’s check as required by your state or territory. The is a prerequisite for the practicum component of your studies. 

· Do you have an approved Working with Children check?     YES        NO

· If no, can we support you with this process?         YES          NO
 






Please indicate which describes you best: 
 
Teacher / Education degree holder without a STEM qualification   

Science Degree Holder /Non education degree              
 
Currently studying an Education degree                 
 
Non – degree Education Worker 
 
Non – degree and Non-Education Worker  

	Highest Level of Attainment: 
	 
	College: 
	 



	Have you investigated a STEM Education university course you would like to study? 
	YES 
 
	NO 
 


 
 If so, which University? _________________________________________

Question 1
 Explain how you as an Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander person connect with your heritage/identity. This can either be demonstrated through your personal life experiences or your professional life experiences or both. 

(4000 character limit)



Question 2 
Engagement in any Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander program requires that individuals possess a thorough understanding and deep knowledge of the challenges that impact Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in today’s society. Demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the challenges that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people face in Australia today. 

(4000 character limit)


Question 3
You are applying to become a STEM qualified teacher.  Once you have completed your degree you will be working within the various education systems we have in Australia. Current government policies/agendas like ‘Closing the Gap’ have a certain impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  Discuss and explain the effect that these types of approaches have on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students within the education system. 

(4000 character limit)


Question 4
What do you believe needs to occur in current education systems to increase Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander engagement and academic achievement in Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) subjects? 
(4000 character limit)




Question 5
Explain what effective engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community looks like.  Provide examples of how you or others have engaged effectively with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities. (4000 character limit)


Question 6
Being an Indigenous person growing up in Australia can be very challenging at times. Please share a time when this has been a challenge for you, describe what your experience was, how you addressed it and what outcome/s were achieved. 
(4000 character limit)




Question 7 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have thrived on the Australian continent for more than 65,000 years by utilising their knowledges and understanding of the holistic and interconnected nature of the world – Indigenous Knowledges.  The Stronger Smarter Institute believes that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, through this intimate and connected knowledge, were the first Scientists, Technologists, Engineers and Mathematicians (STEM).  Examples of Indigenous Knowledges include but are not limited to; connection to country, land management, kinship systems, songs, ceremonies, stories, seasons, life cycles, moon phases, weather cycles etc.  Explain or demonstrate your understanding, knowledge and experience (personal if applicable) of Indigenous Knowledges.

(4000 character limit)

Question 8 (desirable)
Please discuss what experience you have had in working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. Discuss the learnings and outcomes that were achieved. 
(4000 character limit)




Question 9 (desirable) 
Explain why you are applying to become a STEM qualified teacher. Describe what knowledges, skills and understandings you possess that will be beneficial to your engagement with this program? 
(4000 character limit)











 If this application leads to a scholarship, I understand that false or misleading information in my 
application or interview may result in my release. 
	



Signature: 
	 
	Date: 
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